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THE JERUSALEM MANUSCRIPTS OF THE TESTAMENTS vV
OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS:

SAMPLES OF TEXT

MICHAEL E. STONE

[.. INTRODUCTION

The text of the Jerusalem manuscripts of the Armenian version of
the Testament of Levi was published by the present writer last year.!
Since that time, steps have been taken to form an international group
of scholars to undertake the next major stage in the study of this
version, the preparation of sample collations of text from all the numerous
manuscripts of the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs. Upon the basis
of these samples it is hoped that an insight into the manuscript texts can
be reached which will permit an evaluation of the very numerous copies
of this work. In a recent essay, Dr. Christoph Burchard published a sur-
vey covering 45 manuscript copies of the Armenian version, including two
of the eight Jerusalem manuscripts.®* When the remaining six Jerusalem
manuscripts are added to his list, a grand total of 51 manuscripts is
reached.

As a first stage of the broader task, the present paper is designed
to provide some additional samples of the Jerusalem manuscripts, drawn
from parts of the book other than T. Levi. These are to serve as a basis
for the preliminary collation of the remaining manuscripts.®

The form of apparatus employed in the edition of T. Levi has
served as a basis for that used in the present samples. It has proved
most practical, however, to introduce certain changes which are designed
to simplify and clarify the apparatus.* It is hoped that this form of cita-
tion will be adopted by all scholars working on the project.

The major departure from the system utilized for T. Levi is the
complete abandoning of numeral indexes to indicate variants. The system

i Michael E. Stone, The Testament of Levi: A First Study of the Armenian Ma- V
nuscripts of the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs in the Convent of St. James, Jerusa
lem, Jerusalem 1969.

1 See the recent paper of Ch. Burcherd, “Zur armenischen Uebetlieferung der Tos-
tamente der zwoelf Patriarchen", Beihefte zur ZNW 36 (1969), pp. 1 -29.

* The iderations affecting the proced here undertaken are dealt with in the
writer's forthcoming paper, “Methodological lssues in the Textual Criticism of the Apocry-
pha and Pscudepigrapha”, to appear in Proceedings of the Fifth World Congress of Jewish

Studies. o

¢ The writer's thanks are due to Mr. R. Eshel, Director of Publications of the
Israel Academy of Sei and H jties, who has given invaluable counsel on this
problem.
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of quotation by lemma has been adopted and the lemmata are given only
where absolutely necessary. In the text, half square brackets ([ 7]) are
now used to indicate uncorrected corruptions in the base manuscript, and
curved brackets ({{) for additions by a second hand in the base manu-
script.

In the apparatus, the system of indicating corrections has been re-
vised. Corrections by the first (original) scribe are indicated in the appa-
ratus by a small raised circle following the siglum, thus: A, B°, etc. Cor-
rections by subsequent hands are shown by small, raised numerals follow-
ing the siglum, thus: A, A% etc. The numbers signify the first correc-
tor of A, the second corrector of A, etc. Where the corrector is not the
scribe, but cannot be identified more precisely, the siglum is followed by
a small raised “c”, thus: A, Be, etc. In all of these cases, the original
text, upon which the correction has been made, is indicated by the sig-
lum followed by an asterisk, thus: A*, B*, etc.

The first, second, third, etc. occurrence of a word or phrase in a
verse, or of a letter or letters in a word, is indicated by a numeral with
a small, raised circle, following directly after the citation of the relevant
letter, word or phrase, thus: &1°, &2, £3° etc.

The sigla assigned so far have been maintained, although it may
prove necessary to change the system of sigla in order to accomodate
the new manuscripts.

For the new samples, the text of each of the two recension known
so far has been printed separately, as was done for T. Levi. In view of
the superiority of the textual type preserved by Jerusalem 1925 (M) in T.
Levi, it has been decided to use it as the base manuscript for the pre-
liminary collations of the long recension.? The following manuscripts have
been collated with it in the present samples: Jerusalem 428 (N), Jerusalem
501(0), Jerusalem 1927(P), Jerusalem 1933(Q), Jerusalem 1934 (R) and
Jerusalem 1170 (T). In addition, Jerusalem 939(S) is printed in full for the
samples, being the only copy of the short recension found in St. James.¢

The passages from the Testaments of Zebulun, Joseph and Benja-
min were chosen on the recommendation of Professor M. de Jonge of
Leiden and his associates in the Pseudepigrapha Veteris Testamenti Graece
project.” From T. Levi chapters 1, 8 and 19 have been selected as
samples. Since the text of the Jerusalem manuscripts for these samples

% Fr. P. Ter Poghossian's ts on this ipt in Handes Amsorya 83
(1969), cols. 235-240, do not vitiste the intrinsic superiority of the textual type preserved
uniquely by it, see Stone, Testament of Levi (n. 1, supra), pp. 22-24, 27-30. lta text
is indeed marred by a series of seribal errors and mediaeval spellings (see Stone, ibid, pp.
19-20, 22), but these do not affect its central position 88 a textual witness, The grossest
of these errors have been corrected in the samples here presented, with the use of the
appropriate critical symbols and notes to indicate the points at which changes have been
made in the text presented by the manuscript. It may be commented that M was chosen
as a base for T. Levi and for the present samples, because of the value of jts text, not
because of its age (pace Ter Paghossian, col. 238; see Stone, ibid , pp- 27- 30).

\o~  ° For the descriptions of these manuscripts, see Stone, ibid, pp. 13-18, 49-51.

" A special debt of gratitude is owed Professor de Jonge, who has given avery

help, both moral and practical, in advancing the present project.
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has been presented in the full edition of T. Levi, it is unnecessary to
print it here again.?

II. THE TESTAMENT OF ZEBULUN
CHAPTER IX
TEXT TYPE ¢

COl. i Jn’nfuuf lf/)m[:nﬁ:nl_plluufp qﬁ:m q‘pmllll'bu L ql[uu.’m N Al';nil
h 1""—‘"7- " 4‘""”""‘4 Pb"b. 2. m.‘l"’ Fb ﬁ Fl‘lq"Ll,"
Fmd‘uﬁlbua’l awallb qhm b,l[,[ll,.« b gpepume "'l'“"""’["[’
lr<m>3. llwu'h q[p b rlrlnl[m_unljlu~|. L dbnu. b nwa.
5. l[un.ﬁl q[' Suhw I afpn pry'l: fring: 2/: Fwduﬂolzu}[ve
Z['P>' & Aluuﬂﬁunﬁl qq&m.ﬂ[ujm qnp&[lsbg, 6. &L qll.
’lbug‘r'h qabq Fz"uu’f:g &lr’., ﬂ zul'lszlhllz[le Il l’él 4&-
Putnamg. L3 w b w g ApewbngnifBhebu. & pog Bhyne,
l'b"zl"g' b r'm,r&m.u‘qb qdbg qf aqapdwd L & qﬂmb v &
"2 ...6& qnfmuu. l'zw’r/nu n’"’n’ lfw,ll}l[uﬁl. l[u.uﬁa .,Il afm"-
,f[ﬁ,g k. &k 4»1}[1 JnlnanFbmil A’nln’l< b>9nl_5uﬁlb
lﬂlnuuﬂ Junfbiuu‘ﬁ: [- qull)u imam. 8. be Jb:n mJunl.ll[l

IX:1 fwybgupecp 29 om NOPQRT | spduwd N | ghasy OPR® | qywphts NO |

qefuyurn NOPQRT | qhwyw NOPRQT |} quwemqn T}

2. k@t NOPQRT | f pugecdu] gpagneds T | jhphpp QRT | wpbudupibagh

NOPQRT | wdbibgactiy NOQRT |

8. pecgl ¢ above illeg let N° | pawdwtf N pudwtibp T | (fupp mynyba] wbe
aku (pupe NOPQORT |
4. qh 19 & NO | qudbbuyt] 4 qudbliossh N: dittog | gop) om NOP | yepiby

M ghmpiaug R® | kphwss] - « above In Me | witia] wcon’ N wras OPQRT | wune]

preceding ¢ eras R | wedbtuyb) om NOPQRT | whypuduws ph)] o over ¥ M whpwdy

NOPQRT 4 & NOPQRT | g f+ns] 4 ki NOPQRT | yumq] wabfligfp NOPQRT | 14-

k] over another word 4 - p with eras mk N°} . .

§. Swhbbkw; PQR® 4 bk« NOPQRT | &pfweyg] aperg N qp O gbri=-g PQR
géphusne T | bpPhughe M | yysacfphet NOP | gopdbake]l wndiyte P |

6, b plg Lhogmcfficte] om NOPQRT |

7. 063 qp T|wdk] watd O | apg-=g NPQRT | %=g4] wgp% NOPQRT | dayw.
phguigwtb M | wdbtuys NO |

8. wkp NOPQT | wpgwp=cPbwt NOPQRT | guwpibe M | kp4fppt NO qbpy
4ppb QT | gukp NOPQRT | bpmemwqbd NO |

e

% Thanks must be expressed in particular to Bishop Norair Bogharian, the Libnriu! of
Manuscripts of the Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem. He not ouly lfllde the manusecripts
available, but also kindly assisted in preparing and. checking the collations of some of them.
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ﬁuulbusl; [ﬁ:eﬁ; m&ll'h qpagu iuln}wluu.Fbwiﬁu r[ml:& <2 >[lg
Jephppe dbp & wmhulpp qukpy J&qu.uuu‘l;:f. 9. L papd.
b asy F"'l'll'"ﬂ'"‘ﬂ"ﬁ'l;g qua, & w'bquﬁn[nzlne [p Gbpai:nuu,
.I'[.‘hzl. Il o‘wnrm‘llwll lenvu’unal'l

9. gbw| om QR'T | wh§utfppp NOPQRT |

——————
TEXT TYPE «

p. 189 1. (wibgwpnep npgbhwhp pd p Yacpe gf gnpdwd dpu.
wn fwawpwl phpbe 2. wwyw Rl p pogeeds pudaibogh
vy gop fiy wpup wkp qyncfu oh zilrlll‘hm'ql lluuﬁl gh
gluny jong l[ﬂllrlt 5. qf dabar f qfpu sw[rs'h [ufn,,

b pudwibolfip p 4t) popusbyh e b qp. Fuguenpay qihm
bllp[lzlle' Lk llnnflrinu.ﬂ: ulrlanLF[ujon qnp&[rs&gc 6. & qb.
p. 190 llhllab"'l qabq FZ’“‘"’[’E &lrll, h 2"’['2"'('1"'2['8 I [I Jl;f
thaﬁanumﬂ Ei"f uu”i'lunlb Glu_m"ul.lupln.'bu [ 'l.aLrIpuP[ujlut
74 bo ybm gugunplly gpobolpp qubp b wopugfowpbulpp,
q‘rm"ll_ ’,2“',"'" l”'q "a ’IWI'Tq WE . ‘[ﬂl”’. q[' l’l”"lrﬁile bi’ :
L ngpy dapapa Glrain Jopopbgaegabnk quouw  jadbliagh
quayu wpgwpne@hat. qupdlpp bphpph dbpe b whelfp
h mﬁlllw'h[rzlle [l Gbpmﬁ‘numa J[l'llzb [l lfuufmfuuli I’ulmmllllla[ll

XI:1. jympdwd] unclear sign follows S* |
5. gwpdfgkpl b over eras S’ |
7. gmpdweugk] » above In S°)
8. Hupwphgrigubl] meg above in §° |

-

Ill. THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH
CHAPTER XIX:1-12
TEXT TYPE g

p. 511 1. “'l"l‘ [rempnep b quabopfu qop wmbup. 2, bphnormuwl
Col. ii bqlbpnia whuavfh qp wpwd kv, bolp p Tngwhly J2
5llm.bauﬁa. <l""Jﬂ blibe’l nuu"-L[.‘h L [: '1"“[["‘"‘ ' 'bnem

XiX:1. &] om P

2. bytbpucw) bydpopue NPQRT bkydpipay O b owpwd £ NO | gt
NOPQRT [ s - spo g 2] am M: tat'| bpont | EFH om NO | bngutk
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quwafinp (fkls, b wiwiqwlbght wn mbp. bk Liwh qlunus
b poeapts b o, b wd quauw p wbyp geywplnem b
Zl:m[ﬁl. 4. &L m‘lul. Iurluulmlilrg[-'h wn mﬁ-lr nllr'hz& J‘nrlru[lr-
5m‘h wn Ynaw [v‘lﬁ:be[n‘h b'lll'[""'fi“ h l[ﬁll;[lil Bnpwm npe
“lL"' qbllllnmmuuﬁl ”2['""("" bk Jlnn umlle :f[nnJ wft[:'b A
l’ﬁll;’ﬁl [I < ‘Mll_lll> aninl_lfu. 5. Jbul w‘,unpllq wmbuw.
Wkp b whar bplninwewd grewpwlp wpwdkfu qdf §nd ,
ap Il uwum{lll [r llwpwiltit &nll ané&[l 1A cnft:t[ﬁl ll iuvsu:-
Wk bpynnwowubpfiy hwewmpl, b wilwdwp fuwfivp. 6. &
tuppopy qoewpwlfl pupdpugws bolfeppl Jpigh ghpipion,
pugh bmqllll<m>g wyy llrdll[;, 7. h wbowilh npf
peslengh pojep [I L Juu.qiuulluﬁuup[uj:, 8. b wnbawnlf J
b pudwvby b'l-u‘llb[l qun. b szlfb ll'"l‘r"'"l; Unpuwy qup.
&lnllt[l‘h ull[b’llllJil qugatp b widbuwgy angnevp, b Juft e
Jwqugu Unpar qneapmliph b gnifu, b bkpbp lndb[lm.e-'b
gke qqbp b qyrequ, gp p oagwtly dwgbugl dkq dphne-
b dpip dbpacd bypgh p Jwpiwih ppph gmmquewp Jpge.
upu‘ma, np "2 bltlabn%'q}[l qk?:[l uufmluuilu.’.

3. bqfbpueps] budpipp NOPQT bqdbpph R* byplppl R° | wquaquibh®
N* + g marg Ne | kéwb NOPRT | glinew 1°- ghswuw 2°] om NOR* marg R | prwrraspk
OPQR®T | w#] kkwt NOPR'T &fwlh Q | gujwpecsm NOPQRT | fpewypt NOPORT |

4. wquolbgpt N suyuibgp T | p4% NOPORT | bqtlpmeph) bypbepph NP
4 ne above In N bnpfpepacpt O | ghphunwt T: haplog | stpewpe® P | jhway
P | /) om OPQRT | fam M hwewa NO &owe PQRT |

5. 29| om NOPQRT | pifuybpt NOPQRT | baguwis NOPQRT | hpyswwawis
NOPQRT | Awewmg NO howp PQRT |

6. bpfpte NO | bompgh PQRT | bphocg] om P | bqfthpugh O | Swmqfbg M
Swqlwg PQRT | bqyfp NOPQRT |

7. =p] om NOPQRT | quwpm kp N | qhegop POR qlopop T | pornp] por=-
pud pt NOPQRT | 4 #£] om NOPQRT | weglwhulbnc@pet NO joghwfutinFhote
PQRT

8I_ byYlparwgt O | {whwhjwenefrmr NOPQRT | wpdwfbpt NOPQRT |}
Juy by M | gwal 2°) gwats NOQRT |

9. ‘w',_ul,-u] n[_nuufl NOPQRT | nLnn_‘uu[lwl‘gia N qrrwpuwfl P I goowpwlpt
Juoh bapw QRT | bpbg] om NOPQRT | kqffprpmept NO | gdwgw®s NOP'QRT

20 guer 1 P | bafwe Awlgbpd NOPQRT |

3 . ejecpswss PORT | Lugwibk NOPQRT | Swebugh P | dig] om NOPQRT )
Frpwykyl NT |

12. &) om NOPQRT | kqégt T | £ sk artefp] o s fuloss NOPQRT | ofpapoong iy ue—
fug O | bplbbaf M* g above lo Ms | wilwpubay NOPR wolmpuyinsy Q mdunuyh-
wmp T
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TEXT TYPE «

p. 224 1. ﬂpr’ [rempnoLp & qmbulyﬁl qep mbnlr, 2. bllllnmwu.:ﬁa
baylbpocp mbumﬁl;!p qh wpwdlfe. fof h Boganl @.
[ uululqmllb‘q[ﬁl wn whkp & bRuwl q'hnuw b [nuu.m,:fb rd
m?u’ a-rluulmllb.q/ﬁ: wn mb'. d':’-zl‘ Jlu,nl[llsuﬁ: wn Boww
fowpn. b b vwlue dpny w8kpi b (poEfn bwemo pagocifu e
5. Bk wyunplly mbowbbp [:J.uﬁ: gnempumls np 3OLfS
b vduih pd.wikafl Rompb b wibwidup pwyfip. 6. b
tnppopy qocapwlpt pupdpmgwl bnlbpe Jfvsh jbphfie.
L bqb pppl quuppusy Swcapgiis b p dL) bplhocg bah.
prpnpniff gweghwluwhne@het. 8. b wmbuwblp h JE) by
zlrlnwy'h lln_,n op 'u?:bp w’:lluﬁolr[ﬁ [' ﬁuﬁ:ﬂ.ul_lu[uu & Il
Uk l)luﬁ:bll ulum.?.n. h J"'z"t Ilnl’tfuﬁ:l; ’lﬂllm m[l&m.
bnpw qormpumlph. b Grivpl bpbp bglhprwgh gudwgps.

p. 225 Yalp prpocd. 11, b gacp "l"fl'l"'ll-l—’ pf  wwwnbglp
qukp b gmoney qp b ungil dwapgk fpyn: Phs papo.
dbgpe 12, Juit qffp Puqueapacfpcue np & b Lpip dbpacd
almluﬁm'hlru’[y topl quagmewp lf[ulmnlm‘my. op ny bph.
bugh qlfup p duspents .

XiX:4. fwewmn] o above In S° |

5. wihudwp) wh above In S° |
7. £p) marg 5° |

IV. THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN
CHAPTERS XI-XII
TEXT TYPE B

p- 513 Xi:1. & n$ biu ’i"i"ﬂ"‘{.{yi m‘ﬂuu.‘l'mh uu.mqw&wullnn L

Col. i qugy g l[uuﬁl luu[rzmwlllupbwil '“'I'"J’ 2. wyy u[llnbl[l
whrunh b lll'lnlll[lz ‘w‘n'”‘tg P&[nuﬁu"l ﬁnpuu

Xi:l. hajbgw M* 4 s5 sbove In Mo faskugh NOPQRT | mwiwhwubw P |
JuippwmaiBhwi M* - wi sbove ln MO jurfpywmalyme Pt Q | &4bpay] dbp NOPQRT |
2. mbwab) om NOPQRT | wpwpsp% NOPQRT ] pbpwit NOPQRT
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Xil: 1. be bkql ppph hwwwph < w>>g qupuha fup, wuk
'7iuuuu uluumn.[rlrluf &lnl ﬂuﬁabl ‘l'"’lll'l"' [nf b Jqu[mlumnl;n
b Gugb; b pbppnb Jhpd wn bawpe pof. 20 b Jupubwll.
gae tl/ﬁl[luufbf:[n [v ‘llll’/".’l [yguwﬁl h [p ‘[ﬂul nuflr llﬁilmg,
auph &b,un.ﬂbuuflu L byt g p qebmpaip. 3. & 4fiu.
ubppepq wowlvbppnpy wdp, pbpf qeufbps Swpgh fep.
bm'hg llilebm’la & ln”zmllp Iu_'lfruﬁas Il 3m3nl_q. lflﬁltllﬁu
Lpn 11 ulmmb’luul:f[r gm?luﬁun.q[:e'h. b er’bﬂlﬁl q‘hw [l
JEpipt potwbwgay, b puabbguh jhapumas Jfush jocp
kibgs pepbatng b gbhofymast

Xil: 1. fuwermpbg M | swibp NOPQRT | F 1°] om NOPQRT | Swps®t NOPQRT]

2. pbbpudpt NOPQRT } f 1% om P | swppep) 4 ke NOPQRT | f 2] om P |
L 2 om P | b 3 om PQT | 4¥bwg)] + h:pvg NOPQRT |

3. L 19 om NO f PR | ;p%%kpepy NOPR ftbbpupy Q pibbppupy T | jo-
awlbpapy NOPQR ywnwpbppapy T | buwspg NOPQRT | pepbuliy 1° - fepbuty 27
om P: bmt | pepbwhy 1°9] 4~ & R | gbppute NO | Awpet» NOPQRT |

4. sbphott pubwlwgeny) b pulsbmging NOPQRT | wep NO yop PQRT |

}i om NOPQRT |
—)
TEXT TYPE &«

almu'b lun[:zmmllruﬂlnn’o &bkpny. 2. wy n/l’tbl[l whwab . bk
""!“"I'I'z 41::‘".,[-3 q-ulfma ,lﬂ’ltll.

Xl[ 1. & br’ln II‘I,IL llmuuul'lr&s aulaﬁlu l"‘l" hulL‘ sf.uuul.
ul-nunu.[lpblf dbyg 4&5/’[ grulibpu [uf qu[nl'mnnl; b Poe
[nunf[ﬂ: b ‘l‘)b. wff llb’nna peprg [Illl"[l[l dbpne Fhw't . &
ln’[l'b q'lnu [v "l“'““l"""l" 3. L p d.pq wuwthlrlmlu’ mlf[)
buwhby b }mavu.ll. dfiusqbn Lfy b u‘mmblnnqnf euﬁ:uﬁ‘m-
' O [z'hglrw'hg rl.wpam'h J/I[l[”lbﬁa em’:uﬁcmsns' 4 F?:nlll:.

Xi:1 ghava] g over g S° | Jkpd] above In 8 [ wqubmwpabp] apmbupupetfh
wp 20 with eras mk S° |
3. puwlbwhagheh] wk above In 2 over %S|
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